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e DAY 0 Sunday, September 27 Location Exhibit Hall

7:00 am - 1:00 pm Golf Tournament Whitney Oaks Golf Club

9:00 am - 12:00 pm Pickelball Tournament Oasis Park, Elk Grove

12:00 pm - 7:00 pm Exhibit Hall Setup SCC Exhibit Hall A Setup

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Welcome Reception SCC Ballroom A Foyer

DAY 1 Monday, September 28 Location Exhibit Hall Tours / Demos

7:15 am - 8:45 am Breakfast SCC Ballroom A Foyer Closed

7:50 am - 8:50 am SESSION 1 Futureproofing Transit: Tools, Technology, and Regional Integration SCC Ballroom A Closed

9:00 am - 10:30 am SESSION 2 Women in Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) SCC Rooms A7-A9 Closed

Vehicle 
Demonstrations 

J Street 
9:00 am - 3:30 pm

9:00 am - 10:30 am SESSION 3 Beyond Pilots: How California Delivers Transportation Innovation SCC Rooms A2-A4 Closed

10:30 am - 10:45 am Break / Refreshments – Exhibit Hall SCC Exhibit Hall A Open

10:45 am - 12:15 pm SESSION 4 From Policy to Pavement: How ITS Bridges the Gap in Zero-Emission Deployment SCC Rooms A7-A9 Open

10:45 am - 12:15 pm SESSION 5 Digital Gateways – Modernizing Ports and Borders Through Technology SCC Rooms A2-A4 Open

12:15 pm - 1:45 pm LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER Karen Philbrick, Mineta Transportation Institute SCC Ballroom A Open

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm SESSION 6 Saving Lives: Data-Driven Safety from Signals to Systems SCC Rooms A7-A9 Open

2:00 pm - 3:30 pm SESSION 7 Emerging ITS Technologies in California SCC Rooms A2-A4 Open

3:45 pm - 5:15 pm Industry Showcase SCC Ballroom A Closed

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Exhibitors and Sponsors Reception SCC Exhibit Hall A Open

DAY 2 Tuesday, September 29 Location Exhibit Hall Tours / Demos

7:15 am - 8:45 am Breakfast SCC Exhibit Hall A Open

7:50 am - 8:50 am SESSION 8 For Whom the V2X Tolls; Whether by Cloud or Direct, it Tolls for Thee SCC Ballroom A Open

9:00 am - 10:30 am 511 Coalition Meeting Session 1 SCC Rooms A5-A6

9:00 am - 10:30 am SESSION 9 When Crisis Hits the Road: Smart Responses for a Connected Future SCC Rooms A7-A9 Open

9:00 am - 10:30 am SESSION 10 Transforming TSP: From Pilot to Scalable, Data-Driven Systems SCC Rooms A2-A4 Open

10:30 am - 12:00 pm Exhibit Hall Exclusive Access and Poster Sessions SCC Exhibit Hall A Open

12:00 pm - 1:30 pm LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER PANEL Tilly Chang, SFCTA and Tim Haile, CCTA SCC Ballroom A Open

1:45 pm - 3:15 pm SESSION 11 Smart Streets, Smarter Solutions: Local California ITS Solutions SCC Rooms A7-A9 Open Caltrans D3 TMC 
Tour 1  – 1:00 pm 
Meet in the Sheraton 

Hotel lobby at 12:45 pm

Caltrans D3 TMC 
Tour 2  – 2:00 pm 
Meet in the Sheraton 

Hotel lobby at 1:45 pm

1:45 pm - 3:15 pm SESSION 12 Smart Intelligence for Improving Freeway Operations SCC Rooms A2-A4 Open

1:45 pm - 3:30 pm California Toll Operators Committee (CTOC) Executive Committee Meeting (Closed Session) SCC Rooms A10-A11

1:45 pm - 4:30 pm 511 Coalition Meeting Session 2 SCC Rooms A5-A6

3:15 pm - 3:45 pm Break / Refreshments – Exhibit Hall (Closes at 3:45 pm) SCC Exhibit Hall A Open

3:45 pm - 4:45 pm California Toll Operators Committee (CTOC) Open Discussion / Roundtable / Networking SCC Rooms A10-A11 Closed

3:45 pm - 5:15 pm SESSION 13 Connected Transportation: Automation, V2X, and Readiness SCC Rooms A7-A9 Closed

3:45 pm - 5:15 pm SESSION 14 Freight Technologies: Powering Logistics with ITS Innovation SCC Rooms A2-A4 Closed

5:30 pm - 7:30 pm Meet Your Board of Directors Reception Sheraton Morgan's Closed

DAY 3 Wednesday, September 30 Location Exhibit Hall Tours / Demos

7:45 am - 8:45 am Breakfast Sheraton Grand Nave Foyer Closed

9:00 am - 10:30 am SESSION 15 From Hype to Highway: Putting AI to Work in the Real World Sheraton Camellia Closed

9:00 am - 10:30 am SESSION 16 The Friction and Fortune of Multi-Agency ITS Collaboration Sheraton Gardenia Closed

10:30 am - 10:45 am Break / Refreshments Sheraton Grand Nave Foyer Closed California State 
Railroad Museum 

Tour 
10:30 am - 1:30 pm

Meet in the Sheraton 
Hotel lobby at 10:15 am

10:45 am - 12:00 pm SESSION 17 Cyber Defense for Next-Generation ITS Sheraton Camellia Closed

10:45 am - 12:00 pm SESSION 18 Funding in Action: Creative Approaches to Safer Mobility Sheraton Gardenia Closed

12:30 pm - 3:00 pm Training – GenAI Insights for ITS: AI Tools for Transportation Professionals Sheraton Gardenia Closed

3:00 pm Adjourn Closed

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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DAY 1
Monday, September 28

BREAKFAST 7:15 am - 8:45 am • SCC Ballroom A Foyer

Monday Breakfast 

Sponsored By Sponsorship 
Available

SESSION 1 7:50 am - 8:50 am • SCC Ballroom A

Futureproofing Transit: Tools, Technology, and Regional 
Integration

Moderator
David Kobayashi, Traffic Engineer, Santa Clara Valley Transportation 
Authority

Session Description

Transportation partners are advancing transit optimization and modernization 
by adopting emerging technologies, applying data driven planning, and using 
flexible, future ready tools. These efforts focus on boosting system reliability, 
making rider benefits easier to access, and replacing outdated infrastructure with 
more efficient, lower maintenance solutions. They also underscore the value of 
cross jurisdiction collaboration, shared standards, and supportive policies to 
streamline implementation and build a more integrated, equitable, and resilient 
transit network.

Panelists

1 Bjorn Bergstrand, Assistant Transportation Engineer, Santa Clara Valley 
Transportation Authority

2 Britt Tanner Thesen, Principal Program Coordinator, Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission (MTC)

3 Saima Musharrat, Senior Regional Planner – ITS, San Diego Association of 
Governments (SANDAG)

SESSION 2 9:00 am - 10:30 am • SCC Rooms A7-A9

Women in Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS)
Moderator Natasha Walia, Regional Solutions Manager, Jacobs

Session Description

This session brings together women leaders from across the ITS ecosystem 
to share their experiences, insights, and impact on the future of transportation 
technology. Our speakers range from public agencies to private-sector 
innovators, from policy advocates to solution developers. The panel highlights 
the diverse roles women play in advancing connected, data-driven, and equitable 
transportation systems.

Our speakers will reflect on their career journeys in a traditionally male-
dominated field, discussing challenges they’ve navigated, opportunities they’ve 
created, and leadership approaches that have shaped their paths and paths 
for future generations of women, and how women shape the advancement of 
technology in transportation.

Panelists

1 Dara Wheeler, Infrastructure Advisor, Rawlins Infrastructure Consulting
2 Tilly Chang, Executive Director, San Francisco County Transportation Authority
3 Fariel Bouattoura, CEO, Mindhop
4 Michelle Quinn, Executive Officer – Program Management, LA Metro

SESSION 3 9:00 am - 10:30 am • SCC Rooms A2-A4

Beyond Pilots: How California Delivers Transportation 
Innovation

Moderator
Dr. Aravind Kailas, Advanced Technology Policy Director, Volvo 
Group North America

Session Description

California has invested heavily in transportation innovation, yet many projects 
struggle to move beyond pilot phases into sustained, scalable deployments. 
This session focuses on what it actually takes to deliver—bringing together 
perspectives from transportation, industry, and local implementation to reflect 
how projects move from concept to reality. Panelists will discuss where 
coordination breaks down, how infrastructure and operations can be better 
aligned, and what distinguishes projects that scale from those that stall.

Panelists

1 Gia Vacin, Deputy Director – ZEV Market Development, Governor’s Office of 
Business Development

2 Michelle Buffington, Division Chief – Mobile Source Control Division, 
California Air Resources Board

3 Christine Casey, Deputy Secretary for Freight Policy, California State 
Transportation Agency

4 Jimmy O’Dea, Assistant Deputy Director – Transportation Electrification, Caltrans
5 Jaime Lemus, Director – Transportation and Climate Change Division, 

Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District

Break / Refreshments – Exhibit Hall
10:30 am - 10:45 am  •  SCC Exhibit Hall A

SESSION 4 10:45 am - 12:15 pm • SCC Rooms A7-A9

From Policy to Pavement: How ITS Bridges the Gap in 
Zero-Emission Deployment
Moderator Zora Kramer, Transportation Analyst, Transpo Group

Session Description

This session examines how Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) can play a 
critical role in accelerating the transition to zero-emission vehicles. Presentations 
span freight policy and ITS integration at the commercial vehicle level, 
microsimulation tools for evaluating Electric Vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure 
deployment, evacuation planning in California, and practical lessons from siting 
federally funded Level 2 chargers across multiple Ohio counties. Attendees will 
leave with actionable insights on bridging the gap between ZEV mandates and 
real-world deployment, and aligning transportation, energy, and freight systems 
toward shared zero-emission goals.

Speakers

1 Freight at Scale: Why ITS Matters for Zero-Emission Deployment
	– Dr. Aravind Kailas, Advanced Technology Policy Director, Volvo Group 

North America
2 A Microsimulation Platform for Assessing Charging Infrastructure 

Deployment and Evacuation Strategies for Electric Vehicles
	– Qijian Gan, Computational Data Science Research Specialist, Partners for 

Advanced Transportation Technology, University of California, Berkeley
3 Electrifying the Gem City: A Regional EVSE Deployment

	– Jeff Kupko, National Advanced Mobility & Vehicle Electrification Director, 
Michael Baker

4 Leveraging Data Driven Solutions to Right-Size BEB Infrastructure
	– Krista Robinson, Project Manager: Zero-Emissions Transportation, Jacobs

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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 1 SESSION 5 10:45 am - 12:15 pm • SCC Rooms A2-A4

Digital Gateways – Modernizing Ports and Borders 
Through Technology, Big Data and AI
Moderator Mark Jensen, Principal-Director, Transpo Group

Session Description

This session explores how data-driven strategies and artificial intelligence are 
transforming transportation operations at seaports and international border 
crossings in the United States. Presentations highlight the application of AI to 
reduce congestion at border crossings, new truck parking ITS apps that improve 
freight mobility and safety, and applications of Big Data to both analyze port 
efficiency and to create next generation logistics data hubs. Attendees will gain 
perspectives and practical knowledge on emerging applications that can improve 
the mobility, reliability, safety and system efficiency of our transportation system 
across international gateways.

Speakers

1 AI-Driven Innovative Border Wait Time and Demand Predictions

	– Venu Sarakki, P.E, PMP, Chief Executive Officer, Sarakki Associates Inc.
2 Recent Developments in Truck Parking ITS: From State Deployments to 

Cross-State Data Exchange

	– Bahar Azin, PhD, Senior Transportation Analyst, Transpo Group
3 Data-Driven Insights for Ports and Freight Efficiency

	– Austin Harney, Public Sector Account Executive, INRIX
4 Intelligent Transportation System Advancement at the Border

	– Ian Kilgour, Associate Vice President, HNTB

LUNCH 12:15 pm - 1:45 pm • SCC Ballroom A

Monday Lunch

Sponsored By Sponsorship 
Available

LUNCH KEYNOTE 12:15 pm - 1:45 pm • SCC Ballroom A

Luncheon Keynote Speaker

Moderator
Steven Bradley, Senior Vice President, Iteris  
ITS California Board Chair

Speaker
Karen Philbrick, PhD, Executive Director – Mineta Transportation 
Institute

Keynote Description

Karen Philbrick is the executive director of the 
Mineta Transportation Institute (MTI) at San José 
State University. Dr. Philbrick leads two 
competitively selected multi-university consortia: 
the California State University Transportation 
Consortium (CSUTC), which unifies the surface 
transportation research and workforce 
development efforts of the 23-campus California 
State University system, and the Climate Change 

and Extreme Events Training and Research (CCEETR) Program funded by the 
Federal Railroad Administration. 

Prior to joining MTI, Dr. Philbrick shaped the field of transportation in a variety 
of roles, including as assistant director of the National Center for Intermodal 
Transportation at the University of Denver. She has been appointed four times 
by the U.S. Secretary of Transportation (Secretaries LaHood, Foxx, Chao, and 
Buttigieg) to sit on the USDOT Transit Advisory Committee for Safety (TRACS) 
where she chaired the FTA Administrator’s Tasking 14-02, which identified key 
elements of a safety management system approach to fatigue management. 

Long committed to the USDOT University Transportation Center program, she 
was elected to several roles on the Council of University Transportation Centers 
(CUTC) executive committee, including serving as President in 2018-19. Dr. 
Philbrick also has the privilege of serving as the President of the Research 
and Education Division of the American Road and Transportation Builders 
Association, where she also sits on the Board of Directors and Executive 
Committee. 

Committed to recruiting, retaining, and advancing women in the transportation 
industry, Dr. Philbrick also serves on the WTS International Board, after serving 
three terms on the WTS Foundation Board. She contributes to her community 
through the Rotary Club of San José (the 9th largest club in the world out of 
more than 45,000), where she was an elected board member and President for 
the 2023-2024 term.

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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SESSION 7 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm • SCC Rooms A2-A4

Emerging ITS Technologies in California
Moderator Carlos Ortiz, PE, TE, PTOE, ADVANTEC Consulting Engineers, Inc.

Session Description

California continues to be a global leader in implementing new and emerging 
ITS technologies and programs to improve safety, operational efficiency, and 
multimodal mobility across local roadways, freeways, and toll/managed lane 
facilities. The rapid advancement and integration of Emerging Technologies and 
Generative Artificial Intelligence (GenAI) are transforming the way transportation 
systems are planned, designed, constructed, operated, maintained, and 
managed throughout the state. Join this session to understand how these 
changes are enabling agencies to deploy more reliable, connected, and data-
driven ITS solutions that support an improved traveler experience.

Speakers

1 An Impact on Human Behavior with Occupancy Enforcement Technology

	– Reinland Jones, Deputy Director of Toll Operations Technology & 
Roadway, RCTC

2 Predictive Analytics in Mobility Management: How AI Might Help and 
When it Can’t

	– Brian Burkhard, Senior Vice President Intelligent Mobility, WSP
3 Building AI-Enabled Safety Intelligence for Transportation

	– Ramamohan Bommavaram, Traffic Safety Office Chief, Caltrans District 10
4 Smarter Roads: Sharing Dynamic Road Conditions at Scale

	– Jaswinder (Sunny) Gill, Office Chief, Office of Connected Ecosystem, Caltrans

SHOWCASE 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm • SCC Ballroom A

Industry Showcase

Moderators
Peter Puglese, City Traffic Engineer, City of Inglewood 
Mike McIntee, Senior Vice President, Q-Free

Session Description

Experience the latest innovations in Intelligent Transportation Systems at 
this interactive showcase event. Meet leading exhibitors and sponsors, 
explore cutting-edge transportation technologies, and connect with industry 
professionals shaping the future of mobility. Attendees can participate in fun 
trivia contests and quiz games - with hidden “Easter eggs” throughout the 
session. Exciting “door prizes” and a special “grand prize” drawing add to 
the excitement, making this session both educational and entertaining for 
transportation professionals, public agencies, technology providers, and ITS 
enthusiasts alike.

Food and Drinks will be served.

RECEPTION 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm • SCC Exhibit Hall A

Exhibitors and Sponsors Reception

Sponsored By

SESSION 6 2:00 pm - 3:30 pm • SCC Rooms A7-A9

Saving Lives: Data-Driven Safety from Signals to 
Systems
Moderator Antonino Genoese, PE, Principal Project Manager, GFT

Session Description

As agencies work to eliminate traffic fatalities, managing speed and improving 
intersection safety have become critical and increasingly achievable through 
data-driven approaches. This session brings together leading practitioners 
to explore how real-time signal systems, high-resolution data, probe-based 
analytics, and emerging technologies are transforming roadway safety from 
reactive to proactive.

Through real-world applications, speakers will demonstrate how agencies are: 

1 Using adaptive signal systems to actively manage vehicle speeds in real time;
2 Leveraging high-resolution signal data to proactively identify and prioritize 

high-risk intersections;
3 Applying probe data and digital twin concepts to scale network-wide speed 

analysis and automated enforcement strategies; and,
4 Integrating on-vehicle imagery to enhance situational awareness and support 

safer operations and post-event analysis.

Speakers

1 Safety Adaptive Signal System: Enhancing Traffic Safety on PCH

	– Sri Chakravarthy, Senior Vice President, Kimley-Horn 
	– Seth Searle, Technology Specialist, Kimley-Horn

2 Intersection Safety Prioritization Using High-Resolution Signal Data

	– Matt Redmond, Traffic Engineer, City of Walnut Creek
3 A Digital Playbook for Vision Zero: Using Probe Data and Digital Twins to 

Scale Speeding Analysis and Automated Enforcement

	– Christopher Rider, Principal Transportation Engineer, LADOT
4 Enhancing Agency Operations and Roadway Safety through On-Vehicle 

Imagery Integration

	– Rick Ayers, Public Sector Advocate, University of Maryland

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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DAY 2
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Tu
es

da
y,

 S
ep

te
m

be
r 2

9 
  

 D
AY

 2 BREAKFAST 7:15 am - 8:45 am • SCC Exhibit Hall A

Tuesday Breakfast

Sponsored By

SESSION 8 7:50 am - 8:50 am • SCC Ballroom A

For Whom the V2X Tolls; Whether by Cloud or Direct, it 
Tolls for Thee
(Breakfast Served for Session Attendees in Ballroom A Foyer)

Moderator
Jim Misener, Senior Vice President, Digital Infrastructure and 
Mobility Innovation, WSP

Session Description

Tolling technology is rapidly transforming, in part due to the need for 
operational efficiency and in part due to a pending existential crisis, the possible 
disappearance of uninterrupted toll tag operations at 900 MHz. Tolling via the 
cloud and applications has long been considered an alternative, and recently, the 
use of V2X to take on double duty as a safety and a means to conduct secure 
electronic payments is interesting to both toll operators and vehicle OEMs. This 
panel, drawn from public and private sectors, will discuss the events that will 
precipate V2X tolling, how V2X tolling can be implemented in a standardized 
way, and the pros and cons of direct or network V2X for tolling. Then, the panel 
will provide expert prognostication of the events and timeline for V2X tolling.

Panelists

1 Brad Stertz, Director Audi/VW Group External Affairs, Chairman, Partners for 
Autonomous Vehicle Education (PAVE), Audi/VW

2 Steve Sprouffske, VP, Connected Vehicle Services, Kapsch TrafficCom USA Inc.
3 Katherine Mertz, US Director of Sales, Cohda Wireless
4 Kevin Riley, Deputy Division Chief, Division of Traffic Operations, Caltrans
5 Reinland Jones, Deputy Director of Toll Operations Technology & Roadway, 

RCTC

511 MEETING 9:00 am - 10:30 am • SCC Rooms A5-A6

511 Coalition Meeting Session 1

Meeting Session 1 Description

The September 511 Coalition meeting will be held as part of 
the ITS California 2026 Annual Conference and Exhibition 
and is open to all conference attendees. This meeting will be 
held over two sessions and will provide the opportunity for 

511 regions and partners to discuss and share their program status and 
challenges, new developments to improve data accuracy and integrity, customer 
experience and other outreach efforts. All attendees are required to be registered 
for the conference. However, conference fees may be waived if only participating 
in the 511 sessions.

SESSION 9 9:00 am - 10:30 am • SCC Rooms A7-A9

When Crisis Hits the Road: Smart Responses for a 
Connected Future

Moderator
Monica Castellanos, Associate Vice President - Smart Mobility & 
Tolling Lead, HNTB

Session Description

In today’s fast evolving transportation landscape, crises don’t wait and neither 
can our response strategies. This panel brings together frontline innovators who 
are tackling the real world challenges of emergency response and large scale 
event management. From EV battery fires that defy traditional protocols to mega 
events that can bring entire cities to a standstill, we’ll pull back the curtain on 
what’s working right now.

Our experts will share their wins, surprises, and hard learned lessons. By 
attending this session, you’ll walk away with actionable frameworks, proven cross 
agency collaboration tactics, and cutting edge tools to make your emergency 
response faster, smarter, and more connected. Let’s build resilience together!

Speakers

1 Electric Vehicle Incident Mitigation
	– Pat Gallagher, Project Manager, Parsons

2 Managing the Surge: Digital Strategies for Road Closures During Mega-Events
	– Ben Waychoff, Head of Product Strategy, Causeway Technologies

3 Beyond Traffic Operations: Using ITS Camera Systems to Enhance 
Emergency Response

	– Rafael Cobian, City Traffic Engineer, City of Anaheim
4 From Prediction to Action: AI-Based Decision Support for Traffic Operations

	– Sam Blaisdell, Product Manager, Mindhop

SESSION 10 9:00 am - 10:30 am • SCC Rooms A2-A4

Transforming TSP: From Pilot to Scalable, Data-Driven 
Systems
Moderator Alek Hovsepian, Associate Vice President, Iteris

Session Description

This session highlights how agencies are advancing TSP and EVP from pilot 
projects to scalable, data-driven deployments. It features real-world examples 
including connected vehicle testing with C-V2X in Roseville, CA and a cloud-
based TSP deployment in Contra Costa County that improved travel time, 
reliability, and emissions without costly field hardware. The session also 
addresses the challenges of implementing TSP across multijurisdictional 
environments, covering governance, funding, system integration, and 
performance evaluation, along with lessons learned from large-scale 
deployments. Additionally, it introduces emerging innovations such as AI-
powered analytics tools that simplify data insights and support better operational 
decision-making, providing attendees with practical strategies to expand and 
sustain effective, future-ready TSP and EVP programs.

Speakers

1 Evaluating CV Applications
	– Zachary Hopkins, Senior Electronics Technician, City of Roseville, CA
	– Jason Shykowski, P.E., T.E., Public Works Director, City of Roseville, CA

2 Lessons Learned from Large-Scale TSP Deployments
	– Shelby Michael, Transportation Planning Manager, LA Metro

3 Cloud-Based TSP Delivers Measurable Results
	– Steve Erickson, Senior Field Solutions Engineer, Contra Costa County

4 Scaling Transit Signal Priority in a Multi-Jurisdictional Context
	– Zoey Zhang, Senior Transportation Engineer, Fehr & Peers
	– Greg Riessen, Senior Associate, Fehr & Peers

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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DAY 2
Tuesday, September 29

TOUR: CALTRANS D3 TMC 
Tour 1 1:00 pm • Meet in the Sheraton Hotel lobby at 12:45 pm

Tour 2 2:00 pm • Meet in the Sheraton Hotel lobby at 1:45 pm

Tour Description

The Caltrans District 3 Transportation Management Center (TMC), also referred 
to as the Regional Transportation Management Center (RTMC), is a 24/7 
operational hub responsible for monitoring and managing traffic conditions 
throughout Northern California, including the Sacramento region and key 
interstate corridors such as I-5, I-80, US-50, and SR-99. Operated in partnership 
with the California Highway Patrol, the TMC uses an extensive network of 
CCTV cameras, dynamic message signs, ramp meters, highway advisory radio 
systems, fiber optic communications, and real-time traffic sensors to detect 
incidents, coordinate emergency response, manage congestion, and provide 
traveler information. The facility plays a critical role in improving roadway safety, 
mobility, freight movement, and emergency operations across the District 3 
transportation network.

EXHIBIT HALL 10:30 am - 12:00 pm • SCC Exhibit Hall A

Exhibit Hall Exclusive Access and Poster Sessions

LUNCH KEYNOTE 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm • SCC Ballroom A

Luncheon Keynote Speaker Panel

Moderator
Steven Bradley, Senior Vice President, Iteris  
ITS California Board Chair

Speakers

	• Tilly Chang, Executive Director, San Francisco County 
Transportation Authority

	• Tim Haile, Executive Director, Contra Costa Transportation 
Authority

Keynote Descriptions

Tilly Chang serves as Executive Director of the 
San Francisco County Transportation Authority. 
The Transportation Authority’s mission is to make 
travel safer, healthier, and easier for all. The 
agency plans, funds, and delivers transportation 
projects to improve travel choices for residents, 
commuters, and visitors throughout San 
Francisco. 

 Ms. Chang oversees the Transportation 
Authority’s administration of San Francisco’s half-cent transportation sales tax and 
other voter-approved funding programs. She also leads the agency’s congestion 
management functions, including developing the San Francisco Transportation 
Plan, which is the blueprint for countywide transportation policy and investment.  

Ms. Chang serves on the advisory boards of UC ITS, UC Berkeley Civil and 
Environmental Engineering and San Francisco’s Self Help for the Elderly.  Prior to 
the Transportation Authority, she held posts with the World Bank, Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission, and a wireless technology startup.

Tim Haile is the Executive Director of the Contra 
Costa Transportation Authority (CCTA). CCTA is 
Contra Costa County’s designated Congestion 
Management Agency, responsible for putting 
programs in place to keep traffic levels 
manageable and planning, funding, and 
implementing innovative transit programs that 
strengthen our diverse communities to improve 
the lives of residents.

He is an award-winning transportation expert and advocate for redefining mobility 
with a proven track record of being a champion of change. Tim strives to advance 
emerging technologies and transportation solutions that are safe, equitable, 
sustainable, and accessible. His people centered mobility approach has developed 
award winning programs, such as Innovate 680, which connects communities 
by providing customer focused mobility options to travelers by understanding 
people’s needs through travel behavior research and encouraging travelers to move 
toward shared mobility.

Tim is a recognized industry leader in connected and autonomous vehicles 
through the largest autonomous vehicle testing facility in the Country, GoMentum 
Station, which deployed the first shared autonomous vehicles open and free to the 
public in the Bay Area. Through his leadership, CCTA created the Dynamic Personal 
Microtransit autonomous vehicle project, a 28-mile connected AV network to 
support public transportation being delivered through a public private partnership.

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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DAY 2
Tuesday, September 29

SESSION 11 1:45 pm - 3:15 pm • SCC Rooms A7-A9

Smart Streets, Smarter Solutions: Local California ITS 
Solutions
Moderator Alyssa Phaneuf, Vice President, Kimley-Horn

Session Description

This session highlights how cutting-edge ITS solutions are transforming some 
of California’s most complex traffic challenges. Featuring real-world applications 
at constrained locations, panelists will explore how ITS solutions and innovative 
operations are improving safety, optimizing traffic flow, and enhancing traveler 
experience. Attendees will gain insight into the integration of hardware and 
software, lessons learned from deployments, and how these innovative strategies 
can be replicated to address congestion and operational challenges across 
diverse roadway environments. Panelists will provide insight on how they 
are working within funding constraints to meet the needs of their users with 
technology applications.

Speakers

1 Challenging Intersections with Innovative Solutions: Dynamic Signage at 
Newhall Ranch Road and Bouquet Canyon Road

	– Jennifer DeAvila, EIT, City of Santa Clarita
2 Bridging Hardware and Software: Flex Lane Operations on I-580 

Richmond-San Rafael Bridge
	– Smita Sharma, Sr. Manager, Applications Engineering, Lindsay Corporation
	– Allen Chen, PE, TE, Program Director, Parsons

3 GoMoneyMiles: SBCTA’s Groundbreaking App-Based VMT Mitigation Banl Pilot
	– Josh Lee, Deputy Director of Planning, SBCTA

SESSION 12 1:45 pm - 3:15 pm • SCC Rooms A2-A4

Smart Intelligence for Improving Freeway Operations
Moderator Derek Pines, Vice President, Parsons

Session Description

This session explores how data-driven strategies and AI are transforming freeway 
operations across the United States. Presentations highlight adaptive ramp 
metering innovations in the Bay Area and Colorado, operational performance 
insights from I-405 in Los Angeles, and the evolving role of advanced traffic 
management systems in toll and managed corridors. Attendees will gain 
practical perspectives on improving mobility, reliability, and system efficiency 
through smarter, technology-enabled traffic operations.

Speakers

1 Building a Regional Adaptive Ramp Metering Strategy in the Bay Area
	– Jing Li, Senior Engineer – Traffic Operations, MTC

2 Evaluating Operational Benefits of TSMO Active Traffic Management: A 
Case Study on I-405 in Los Angeles, California

	– Jianyuan (William) Xu, Ph.D, EIT, Transportation Engineer, Caltrans
3 Colorado Adoption of AI-Enabled, Fuzzy-Logic Based Coordinated Adaptive 

Ramp Metering
	– Alvin Stamp, PE, MS, MPA, Resident Engineer, Colorado Department of 

Transportation, Region 1
4 From Toll Facilities to Managed Corridors - The Expanding Role of ATMS 

in Toll Road Operations
	– Whitney Nottage, P.E., PTOE, Executive Vice President, Traffic 

Management, Q-Free

CTOC MEETING 1:45 pm - 4:45 pm • SCC Rooms A10-A11

California Toll Operators Committee (CTOC) Meeting
Meeting Description

The September CTOC meeting will be held as a part of the ITS California 2026 
Annual Conference and Exhibition. A closed session for CTOC members only will 
be followed by a roundtable/networking session open to all conference attendees. 
This industry event will provide an opportunity to discuss current topics that can 
lead to improved tolling service, better risk management, technology migration, 
and cost savings across the State with agencies that operate these facilities. 
CTOC members are invited to attend free of charge; all other attendees are 
required to be registered for the conference (one day registration is available).

Specifics

• 1:45 pm – 3:30 pm

	– Closed Session for CTOC Members Only
• 3:15 pm – 3:45 pm

	– Break
• 3:45 pm – 4:45 pm

	– Open Discussion / Roundtable / Networking

511 MEETING 1:45 pm - 4:30 pm • SCC Rooms A5-A6

511 Coalition Meeting Session 2

Meeting Session 1 Description

The September 2026 511 Coalition meeting will be held as 
part of the ITS California 2026 Annual Conference and 
Exhibition and is open to all conference attendees. This 
meeting will be held over two sessions and will provide the 

opportunity for 511 regions and partners to discuss and share their program 
status and challenges, new developments to improve data accuracy and integrity, 
customer experience and other outreach efforts. All attendees are required to be 
registered for the conference. However, conference fees may be waived if only 
participating in the 511 sessions.

Break / Refreshments – Exhibit Hall
3:15 pm - 3:45 pm  •  SCC Exhibit Hall A (Closes at 3:45 pm)

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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SESSION 13 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm • SCC Rooms A7-A9

Connected Transportation: Automation, V2X, and 
Readiness
Moderator Ben McKeever, Principal and Owner, McKeever Consulting LLC

Session Description

State and local agencies are laying the groundwork for a connected and 
automated transportation system that can scale. This session brings together 
four perspectives that show what it takes to get there: how Automated Driving 
Systems navigate today’s traffic rules, how AVs, V2X, and smart pedestrian 
infrastructure can deliver measurable public-sector benefits, and how counties 
and states are accelerating V2X deployment in real operational environments. 
Collectively, these presentations reveal the policies, platforms, and on-the-ground 
readiness efforts shaping the next generation of intelligent transportation.

Speakers

1 When Automated Driving Systems Meet Traffic Rules

	– Jiaqi Ma, Professor and Director, UCLA
2 Discussing the Value of Implementing New Technology to Improve Public 

Sector Outcomes through an Innovative Demonstration Project in Las Vegas

	– Dmitri Khijniak, Technical Director, Parsons
3 Connected Vehicle Acceleration Zone: Scaling V2X for Countywide Freight, 

Transit, and Emergency Operations

	– Virginia Lingham, Senior Vice President, WSP
4 Connecting the West: Scaling Interoperable V2X Across Multiple States

	– Blaine Leonard, Transportation Technology Engineer, Utah DOT

SESSION 14 3:45 pm - 5:15 pm • SCC Rooms A2-A4

Freight Technologies: Powering Logistics with ITS 
Innovation
Moderator Dan Lukasik, Vice President – Smart Mobility, Parsons

Session Description

This session explores cutting-edge Freight ITS innovations shaping operations 
and safety, not only in California but across our nation. During this session, you 
will hear about freight lane modeling and technology that has improved truck 
parking and freight flow. The session will also cover specific new technologies 
applied toward freight safety and freight traffic signal priority. On the nationwide 
level, there will be discussion on insights on route-based tolling using freight trip 
matrices. Together, speakers reveal data-driven strategies for smarter, safer freight 
networks  and integrated policy, technology, and operational perspectives today.

Speakers

1 Freight Lane Model for Truck Parking and Freight Operations

	– Anthony D. Patire, PhD, PATH Research & Development Engineer, 
University of California, Berkeley

2 An Infrastructure-Based Multi-Modal Freight Signal Priority System with 
LiDAR-Camera Detection

	– Guoyuan Wu, Adjunct Professor and Researcher, University of California 
at Riverside

3 Retrieval-Augmented Generation for Freight Safety Intelligence

	– Juliana Chengula, ITS Engineer, HNTB
4 From Time-Based to Route-Based Tolling: Insights from a Nationwide 

Freight Trip Matrix

	– Jonathan Silverberg, Co-President, Airsage

RECEPTION 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm • Sheraton Morgan’s

Meet Your Board of Directors Reception    

Sponsored By

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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DAY 3
Wednesday, September 30

BREAKFAST 7:45 am - 8:45 am • Sheraton Grand Nave 
Foyer

Wednesday Breakfast

SESSION 15 9:00 am - 10:30 am • Sheraton Camellia

From Hype to Highway: Putting AI to Work in the Real 
World
Moderator Gary Carlin, Western Region Director of Sales, Flow Labs

Session Description

This session highlights how artificial intelligence is being applied across 
California’s transportation system to improve operations, safety, and decision-
making. It features Caltrans’ Traffic Mobility Insights (TMI) and Roadway Safety 
Investigation (RSI), demonstrating how generative AI and large-scale data enable 
real-time awareness, faster incident response, and streamlined safety analysis. 
Additional perspectives cover AI-powered dash cam analytics for work zone 
monitoring and governed, closed-loop approaches to adaptive signal control 
that prioritize safety and reliability. Framed by national guidance from ITS 
America, the session offers practical insights for agencies seeking to scale AI 
deployments with strong governance, security, and public trust.

Speakers

1 From Strategy to Scalable Deployment: Advancing Responsible AI in 
Transportation

	– Nathan Wade, AI Committee Co-Lead, ITS America
2 GenAI Traffic Mobility Insights (TMI)

	– Rajpreet Khangura, Deputy Division Chief, Transformational Mobility, 
Acting Division Chief of Traffic Operations, Caltrans

3 Estimating Networkwide Traffic Volume Using Machine Learning and 
Probe Data

	– Megan McElwee, Manager, Solutions Engineering, Iteris
4 Generative AI and Traffic Signals: Where It Fits—and Where It Doesn’t

	– Aaron M. Cox, Sr., Traffic Engineer, City of Corona

SESSION 16 9:00 am - 10:30 am • Sheraton Gardenia

The Friction and Fortune of Multi-Agency ITS 
Collaboration

Moderator
David Man, Director - Capital Delivery, Asset Management, Roadside 
Tolling, MTC

Session Description

Transportation is becoming increasingly connected, making regional collaboration 
essential—not optional. This session examines how agencies, cities, Metropolitan 
Planning Organizations, toll authorities, transit operators, and public safety 
partners can work together to deliver seamless, interoperable, and multimodal 
transportation across jurisdictions, enabled by advancing technology.

Panelists will explore barriers to coordination, including digital infrastructure, 
governance, change management, and funding, while addressing shared 
responsibilities related to cybersecurity, liability, strategic communications, and 
risk management. The discussion will highlight best practices for sustainable, 
multi-agency collaboration and successful regional ITS deployment.

Panelists

1 John Khoury, Group Leader, Jacobs
2 Ed Alegre, Deputy Executive Officer, LA Metro
3 Alvin Ly, Senior Civil Engineer, LA County Public Works
4 Josh Lee, Director of Planning, San Bernardino County Transportation 

Authority (SBCTA)

Break / Refreshments
10:30 am - 10:45 am  •  Sheraton Grand Nave Foyer

TOUR: CALIFORNIA STATE RAILROAD MUSEUM 
10:30 am - 1:30 pm • Meet in the Sheraton Hotel lobby at 10:15 am

Tour Description

The California State Railroad Museum in Old Sacramento is one of the premier 
railroad museums in North America, showcasing the rich history of rail 
transportation and its transformative impact on California and the American West. 
Operated by California State Parks and the Museum Foundation, the museum 
features beautifully restored locomotives and railcars, interactive exhibits, and 
detailed displays highlighting the construction of the Transcontinental Railroad, 
the evolution of passenger and freight rail service, and the role railroads play in 
the state’s economic development. The tour will provide a unique behind-the-
scenes experience of historic train equipment, the museum, and the restoration 
shops and concludes with a catered on-site lunch.

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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TRAINING 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm • Sheraton Gardenia

GenAI Insights for ITS: AI Tools for Transportation 
Professionals
Training Description

Come learn how ITS transportation professionals are incorporating AI tools into 
their work. This two-hour session will delve into two topics where these tools are 
changing what it means to be a transportation professional. 

1 Writing and Thinking with AI  
The first hour will be a dive into how AI tools are aiding in the constant task 
of writing: Explore how tools like ChatGPT, Gemini, and Claude can support 
real writing tasks, including brainstorming ideas, organizing thoughts, and 
drafting and refining content. We’ll also discuss the limitations and risks of 
AI, and how to use it thoughtfully as a tool to enhance—not replace—your 
expertise. Learn practical strategies for prompt engineering, selecting the 
right tools for your needs, adhering to organizational policies, and 
streamlining your workflow while maintaining clarity, accuracy, and your own 
voice.

2 Improving Transportation Agency Operations Through AI  
The Second hour will focus on how AI tools are being used to develop new 
approaches to support transportation agencies. We will discuss two projects 
the San José Decision Support System and the Open Mobility Foundations 
Mobility Data Specification (MDS). These projects are building the basis for 
digital twins and implementing AI approaches to develop new and more 
accurate capabilities to simulate planning, regulatory oversight, and 
operations.

Mineta Institute Speakers

1 Lisa V. Rose, Communications Specialist, The Mineta Institute, San Jose 
State University, City of San Jose

2 Ramses Madou, Division Manager Planning, Policy, and Sustainability, 
Department of Transportation, City of San Jose

ADJOURN 3:00 pm

SESSION 17 10:45 am - 12:00 pm • Sheraton Camellia

Cyber Defense for Next-Generation ITS
Moderator Karl Kopper, Agency Information Security Officer, CalSTA

Session Description

As transportation systems become increasingly connected, cybersecurity has 
emerged as a critical priority for agencies managing Intelligent Transportation 
Systems (ITS). This session explores how agencies and technology providers 
are addressing cyber risks across next-generation traffic management centers 
(TMCs), cloud-based platforms, and operational technologies. Speakers will 
discuss security frameworks and compliance requirements, emerging approaches 
to securing transportation systems, and real-world examples of common 
vulnerabilities and attack scenarios. Attendees will gain practical insights into 
building more resilient transportation systems while supporting innovations, 
interoperability, and the continued interconnectivity of ITS infrastructure.

Speakers

1 Cybersecurity Compliance: The Digital Infrastructure Imperative

	– Michael Villafuerte, Director – Software Sales, Econolite
2 Cybersecurity for Our Next-Gen TMCs

	– Mumu Aung Than, Chief, Office of ITS, Caltrans
3 You’re Lucky I’m One of the Good Guys: An Insider’s View on Common 

Security Vulnerabilities

	– Patrick Marnell, VP Products, Q-Free
4 Rightsizing Cybersecurity for Transportation Infrastructure

	– Edward Fok, Founder, Cipher Roadways Corporation

SESSION 18 10:45 am - 12:00 pm • Sheraton Gardenia

Funding in Action: Creative Approaches to Safer 
Mobility
Moderator Sarah Burnworth, Principal, MTC

Session Description

From microgrants to multimillion-dollar awards, agencies across California 
are leveraging strategic funding mechanisms to advance multimodal safety 
and improve network performance. This session features four case studies 
that highlight how collaboration and tailored funding approaches can target 
improvements that support safety and mobility goals. Together, these examples 
offer practical insights into designing, funding, and implementing initiatives that 
meet local and regional needs.

Speakers

1 Funding-Ready Prioritization for Safe Routes to Transit

	– Josh Pilachowski, Senior Project Manager, DKS Associates
2 Deployment of AI-Enabled Sensors to Improve Safety and Mobility in the 

Lake Tahoe Basin

	– Tara Styer, Deputy Executive Director, Tahoe Transportation District
3 Anaheim SMART Grant: Improving Safety and Efficiency through 

Connected Vehicles and Intersection Technologies

	– Jane Keely, Principal Traffic Engineer, City of Anaheim
4 Empowering Local Agencies Through Microgrants: A Bay Area Model for 

Safer, Faster Incident Response

	– Katelyn Costa, Program Coordinator, MTC

SCC = Sacramento Convention Center
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SPONSOR Program / Tuesday Reception

SPONSOR Mobile AppSPONSOR Lanyard SPONSOR WiFi

SPONSOR Monday Night Reception SPONSOR Registration

SPONSOR Bags SPONSOR Tuesday Breakfast 
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SPONSOR Monday Breakfast 
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